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Happy New Year! 
Inside this special issue — The Oliver Wales Story 
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Editorial 


Hello, and a very happy New Year to you all. I stated last month, that this would be a 
special issue of the magazine, and indeed it is, as it is entirely taken up with Stuart 
Dale’s painstaking research into Oliver Whales: The Oliver Whales story. I will say no 
more — just read and enjoy! 


All the best for 2011 


Jerry 
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News and Coming Events 


Jukebox Madness Show 


Well, they say no news is good news, but I am afraid I have here some rather sad, if not 
inevitable news: Jukebox Madness is no more. Shortly after announcing the date for this 
year’s show, the organisers then announced that they have decided to call it a day. The 
ever rising cost of staging the show, together with dwindling interest and support, means 
that it is no longer financially viable. 

I first visited Jukebox Madness, I guess about fifteen or sixteen years ago, back in 
the days when the show was held at Ascot racecourse. It was always one of the major 
events in the year; a show that I am sure we all remember with fondness. In addition to a 
fine selection of jukeboxes, there was always a good selection of amusement machines 
from several well-known dealers. After the show moved to Kempton Park, I was unable 
to visit for a good number of years until about four years ago, when I have to say I was 
disappointed to say the least. With the retirement of some of the long-established 
jukebox dealers, together with diminished interest from the general public, the show was 
becoming little more than a 50s and 60s retro boot fair. 

I guess few of us will miss Jukebox Madness in its final guise, with row upon row 
of old records and 50s tat, but I am sure that many of us will have very happy memories 
of earlier years when this show was one of the high-lights in the slottie calendar. 


South Coast Slam 2011 


Here’s an event that might interest some of you. It’s for the pinballers really, and 
although slotties and pinballers tend to be two completely separate breads, there is a 
cross-over interest for some. The event takes place in Worthing over the weekend of a 
and 6" February, and I’m sure will be great fun for anyone with an interest in pinball. 
There will be numerous machines to play, with competitions and tournaments taking 
place over the weekend. In addition, there will also be a good selection of classic video 
games to play. I understand there will also be machines for sale. For more info. go to: 


www.pinballnews.com/southcoastslam 
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Dales for your diary 


South Coast Slam 5" & 6th February 
Worthing, W. Sussex 


Brighton Jukebox Show 2” & 3" April 
Brighton racecourse 


Bonhams Mechanical Music & Scientific Instruments Sale 17" May 
Knowle 


Great Dorset Steam Fair 31“ Aug. — 4" September 
Tarrant Hinton, Dorset 


MMM Vintage Slot Collectors’ Show & Auction 27" November 
Provisional — date and venue to be confirmed 


Bonhams Mechanical Music & Scientific Instruments Sale 29" November 
Knowle 


Don’t forget — if you know of any event which would be of interest to readers of 
the magazine, please let me know so that I can include details on this page. 
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By Stuart Dale 


When I first started to look into the life of Oliver Whales, I had no idea 
that it would take me a full four years before I had a story that was worth 
telling. I think that story is now ready to be told, and I hope you will all 
enjoy reading it as much as I have enjoyed researching it. 


I should like to thank my friend Kevin Gowland for his editing skills & 
contributions. I should also like to thank Oliver’s granddaughter Helen 
who has kindly allowed me to use some of the photographs from her 
personal collection to illustrate Oliver’s story. Unless otherwise stated, 
all photographs are courtesy Helen and the Whales family. 


Stuart Dale 
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June 1895 was not only a happy time for Peter and Fanny Whales, it was also one of 
those dates in history that was to help make our hobby of collecting vintage slot 
machines a reality. For in June 1895 Oliver Owen Whales was born at Rookery Farm, 
Great Dunham, Norfolk. Oliver’s mother and father were both well respected and 
successful cattle dealers and dairy farmers. They already had five other children, Oliver 
at that time being number six. It must have been a very busy household as they also had a 
16 year old live in domestic called Lucy Moor. I should think that part of Lucy’s duties 
would be to tend to the needs of young master Oliver. Little more is known of his early 
childhood other than he attended Great Dunham primary school; a school which is still in 
use today and is situated right at the side of St Andrews church in Great Dunham. 

When Oliver had finally finished his schooling at the age of 15 years, he secured a 
position as an apprentice draper at Garland & sons of Norwich. It was a requirement of 
this apprenticeship that he live in lodging rooms above Garlands London Street shop in 
the centre of Norwich. He shared these rooms with draper’s assistant James Carr and 
draper’s window dresser Harold Henry Cland. Garlands was at that time one of the 
biggest retail establishments in the area and was still trading until the 1970s, when on Ist 
August the store experienced a huge fire which totally destroyed the building. Although 
the shop was rebuilt on the same site, it apparently was never quite the same and it closed 
completely in the mid 1980s. I have been told that any historical records that may have 
included references to Oliver’s time at Garlands were destroyed in this fire. 

Whist working at Garlands, Oliver 
became acquainted with Helen Edith 
Newman, who was working there as a 
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opened their very own business. This as 
you would expect was a drapers shop. 
It was located at 6 High Street, 
Chelmsford in Essex. Oliver and Helen 
set up their first home in what must have 
been quite spacious and well appointed 
rooms over the shop, as they were to live 
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there until 1929. The sign proudly displayed above the main shop window in large gold 
letters OLIVER WHALES High Class Milliner & Fancy Draper. This first business 
venture was a great success and was soon to be followed by a second shop, which they 
set up less than a mile away at 7 Moulsham Street. Things were going well for Oliver 
and Helen and in 1921 they saw the arrival of their first child, a boy, who was proudly 
named Peter Oliver after both his father and grandfather. Seven years later Peter was to 
get a sister, when in 1928 Pauline Helen was born. As the family expanded, the 
accommodation above Number 6 was starting to get a little cramped. As there was no 
room to expand, Oliver took the decision to move the drapery business lock stock and 
barrel to Ipswich, where they set up shop in newly refurbished premises at 45, 47 & 49 
Westgate Street. At the same time, they took a recently built red brick town house at 21 
Park Road, Ipswich, where Oliver, Helen, Peter, Pauline and Pauline’s now ageing 
mother Esther were to live. Sadly ih 1933 Esther passed away aged 77 years. Oliver was 
now forging ahead with plans to open even more shops. Between 1929 and 1933 he set 
up more branches at 3 Head Street Colchester, Numbers 14/15 Electric Parade and 27 
Station Road, Clacton-On-Sea. But 1933 was to be the year when everything changed 
for Oliver; the financial world was still reeling from the shockwaves caused by the Wall 
Street crash of 1929. Following the depression, his new shops were not doing as well as 
he had expected. The banks were becoming more and more reluctant to back him, and 
Oliver was fast running out of money. In an attempt to salvage what he could from the 
situation, Oliver was forced to put his chain of shops into voluntary liquidation, but was 
fortunate enough to avoid total bankruptcy. He managed to sell his newly renovated 
shop in Ipswich to Jack Pelerman, a costumier. He also managed to dispose of his 
property at Station Road, Clacton. 
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It was during his time at Clacton-On-Sea that he became acquainted with the amusement 
trade and Oliver’s life was to change forever after meeting William Thompson. 
Thompson lived in the Midlands and had been involved with coin operated machines for 
a good number of years, and just like Oliver he had been hit hard by the crash of 1929. 
Thompson had not been as lucky as Oliver and did end up being declared bankrupt and 
was struggling hard to try and restart his company. In 1936 Oliver, on seeing the 
potential, invested some of the money he had left into Thompson’s new venture. Oliver 
was now back in business. Thompson’s untimely death in 1939 left Oliver in control of 
the company. Once again, Oliver decided to relocate to a more suitable area. For this 
type of business, he made the move to the seaside town of Redcar in Cleveland, taking 
his son Peter, and his newly acquired amusement machine business with him. 
Unfortunately, the stress and pressures in the business appeared to have spilled over into 
Oliver and Helen’s home life, as Helen and their daughter Pauline didn’t make the move 
to Redcar. They went to live in High Wycombe where they set up home at 27 Rectory 
Avenue. Later, with a little help from Oliver, they opened up a dress shop of their own 
at 18 the High Street, High Wycombe. The shop went by the name of H. Whales Ltd, 
which they ran together until 1955, when Pauline emigrated to Sydney Australia, where 
she married Dameter Horbach. Helen, at the age of 64, decided to follow Pauline to 
Australia where she set up home and lived out her days in the Lane Cove area of 
Sydney. Pauline and Dameter also lived in the same area. Helen passed away there on 
the 15" July 1978, and despite the marital split, Helen and Oliver were never divorced. 


H:WHALES L"° 
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Helen Whales’ shop in High Wycombe, c. early 1950s. 
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In 1939 Oliver is listed in the Middlesbrough phone book as Oliver Whales ‘Amusement 
Caterer’ The Esplanade, Redcar, where he opened and ran his successful amusement 
arcade business known as Fun City. The outside of the ground floor of Fun City was 
clad with bright yellow Formica type material, yellow being Oliver’s favourite colour. 
The arcade also had a cafe where you could get a cup of tea or coffee and a snack or ice 
cream. At the north end of the arcade, Oliver installed a Dodgem track with 12 brand 
new dodgem cars. The sign outside read “drive your own car members of H.M.Forces 
only 2d a time.” This proved very popular with the troops who were home from the war 
on leave. 

Oliver set up his amusement machine manufacturing workshops in rooms at the 
rear of this establishment. He soon became a well-known figure in the amusement 
machine business and had associations with other manufacturers such as Fred Bolland & 
Alfred Clement. In fact, Oliver formed a partnership with Alfred Clement and for a short 
period of time they were known by the name Whales & Clements. At this time, 
Clements used part of Oliver’s Fun City workshops to convert and repair his own reel 
type machines. In return Clement made Oliver his sole north of England agent. 


Brand new dodgem cars, proudly displayed on the track at Fun City. 
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Oliver was once again living over the shop in the rooms above the Fun City Arcade. His 
living accommodation was accessed via a separate external staircase off Graffenberg 
Street, which ran down the north side of the Fun City arcade and linked the High Street 
to the Esplanade. As you can see from the photo, Graffenberg Street has had a 
temporary stone wall erected across it, this was to help slow up any attempted invasion 
by German forces. 

Once inside his private rooms, you would be greeted by stacks of cardboard and 
wooden boxes. Some of these boxes were packed with new parts for his slot machines; 
others were filled with Polos, Spangles and other confections or small gifts and toys that 
he used to fill up his prize giving machines. Almost every room was the same. Oliver 
not only lived for slot machines, he lived with them; it was his life. This arrangement of 
living over the arcade suited Oliver as he was never far from his work, which meant that 
he could keep a keen eye on how things were being run. Oliver managed to keep his 
business running all through the Second World War, though at times it was difficult due 
to shortages and rationing of materials. Oliver would often take used or broken 
amusement machines in part exchange for his new or reconditioned machines. 


Early photograph of Fun City. Note Oliver’s van, which is sign-written: 
Oliver Whales, manufacturer & dealer in higher grade automatic machines. 
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The used or broken machines would then be stripped down and refurbished ready to sell 
to the next operator that came looking for a bargain. This system worked very well and 
Oliver soon built up a good reputation in the amusement trade. He also made new 
machines of his own design as and when the materials were available. The cases were 
generally manufactured from pine rather than oak, as oak was a scarce material during 
the war. Many of the components for his new machines would have been salvaged from 
older German and British machines. Much of Oliver’s stock of parts was acquired from 
the failed British Manufacturing Co., who had been a major supplier of allwins and other 
wall machines throughout the 1930s. 


Khyber Pass, an early and extremely rare Oliver Whales allwin, probably produced 
during or soon after the war. Although it is a Whales machine, the playfield would have 
come from BMCo stock, as the ball cup configuration is clearly identical to BMCo's 
Cresta Run allwin. Oliver Whales must have acquired a fair number of these playfields, 
as it was also used in another Whales allwin of similar era: Victory Ball, of which a 
small number are known to have survived. Picture courtesy John Peterson. 
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Through the war years, Oliver developed a simple case design for his allwins, which 
would have made them easier and cheaper to produce. Gone was the fancy fluting and 
routing that had prevailed in earlier years; his machine cases now had simple rounded 
edges. They often had an added topflash pediment with an art deco appearance. The case 
design and art deco pediment can be clearly seen in the picture of Khyber Pass on the 
opposite page. The Whales allwins produced during the war were often topical and 
patriotic, two examples being Spitfire and a giant allwin Defiant, both having ball 
gallery shields in the profile of a plane. Probably the last patriotic allwin produced was 
Victory Ball, in 1946. 

There is no way of knowing how many Whales allwins were produced during the war 
years, but from surviving numbers, and given the circumstances, it would certainly have 
been enough to firmly establish Oliver Whales as a market leader after the war. 


The Major, a giant Whales allwin probably produced in the late 40s. 
Picture courtesy John Peterson. 
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Oliver Whales exhibition display. On the floor, extreme left are stereo picture viewers \ 
The wall machines are predominantly allwins, with the exception of top row extreme left 
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and Elephant Treasure Cave. On the right of the picture are 4-way allwin consoles. 
Kiss-O-Meter, and centre top row roulette type machine, possibly Greyhound Racer. 
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By the time the war ended Oliver was well set up and ready to put his range of new 
machines into full production, and the demand for machines from operators returning to 
business after the war was on the increase. His main trade was in allwin machines and 
working from one or two basic designs he managed to produce a vast range of different 
models. At some point, probably the early 1950s, Oliver introduced a radical new case 
design. The height of the case was extended to incorporate a topflash, thus dispensing 
with the clumsy pediment. In addition to the sleek streamlined case, Oliver developed 
new silk-screened backflashes, which were a far cry from the single-colour playfields of 
the pre war machines. 

With the new case design, there soon followed an innovation that would have 
lasting popularity, particularly with children. When sweet rationing ended in 1953, 
Oliver brought out a range of allwins that paid out sweets as prizes. They had names like 
Win-a-Gum, Win-a-Penguin, and Win-a-Polo; he produced about seventeen different 
machines of this type. You have to remember that sweets had been on ration for ten 
years, so the new machines were very popular. In addition to the ‘sweetie’ allwins, there 
were also machines that gave you a prize in a small box, Win-a-Prize and Win-a-Gift. 
The prize was usually along the lines of a finger ring or maybe a plastic magnifying 
glass. You would then be instructed to put your empty box back in the slot at the front of 
the machine for re-use. It’s that rationing thing again and it also saved the operator some 
money by not having to buy more boxes. 


Brand new machines, ready for dispatch. 
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The popularity of Oliver’s machines was such that he had to look for extra workshop 
space to keep up with the demand. One such workshop was located nearby in Lord 
Street, just opposite the end of Alfred Street. This workshop was mainly used to finish 
and polish the oak cabinets before fitting out. Oliver would recruit local schoolboys as 
part time workers. I managed to track down one who is now in his 60s and living in 
Australia. His name is Keith Rowlands and this is what had to say: 


“My memories are very vague of those times, as I was only about I1 years old. I can 
remember the work was hard because it was all polish in those days (no varnish) and we 
only got a little pocket money for our hard work, but in those days if you wanted pocket 
money you had to work for it. I know it was a long time ago but I still have one arm with 
muscles like Popeye. I worked there with Rodney Brown, he was in the same class as me 
at James Muck School. There were others but I can’t remember their names”. 


One worker that Keith would have encountered was Harry Warren, who was the works 
foreman. It was his job to oversee the manufacture and delivery of new machines. 
Apparently, he walked with a pronounced limp, due to the fact he had a wooden leg! 
There was also Evelyn Alderson, who was Oliver’s housekeeper and general ‘girl Friday’. 
She had been in the employ of Oliver since his early days of arriving in Redcar. 

Although the machine cases were finished in Oliver’s workshops, they were 
supplied by a local cabinetmaker by the name of Wadsworth, who traded in the nearby 
village of Marske. It seems that Oliver’s business connections with Wadsworth went far 
beyond machine cases, as it is recorded that Oliver had shares with a Mr Wadsworth in a 
ghost train and cake walk on the Redcar seafront. It has not been ascertained whether it 
was the same Wadsworth, but it seems likely that at the very least, they were related. 
Additionally, among other business interests listed in 1947, Oliver was in partnership 
with Mrs C Wadsworth in connection with the Victoria Café, The Esplanade, Redcar. 
However, by 1950 Mrs Wadsworth is listed as sole owner of the café. 

In addition to allwins, Oliver also made machines that told your fortune or rated 
your passion (or otherwise): the Kiss-O-Meter. In 1949 Oliver’s son Peter married local 
Whitby girl Mary Paylor. Mary is said to have come up with the idea for one of Oliver’s 
prize giving machines, which was a large floor standing machine wherein you put your 
penny in the slot and a model elephant running on a circular track disappeared in to a 
cave at the right hand side of the machine and reappeared a few seconds later carrying a 
boxed prize on its back. This prize was then tipped down a shoot for you to collect. The 
machine was produced in two versions, the larger version was known as the Elephant 
Treasure Caves and the smaller version as the Baby Elephant. 

The 1950s were a boom time for Oliver, his machines were being exported to every 
corner of the world. The allwin range expanded and Oliver also produced free-standing 
cabinets housing three, four, or six of his allwin machines. In addition, Oliver also 
entered the stereo viewer market when he produced his Picture Box machine. The 
machine is well known in its counter model format, but less well known is a floor 
standing version. Mary Whales said that an example of the floor standing version was 
sited at the Fun City, Redcar arcade. 
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Oliver Whales in attendance at a trade fair, probably late 1950s. 
Behind him is Mary Whales, Oliver’s daughter-in-law. 
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Although we as collectors remember Oliver Whales as a manufacturer of machines, we 
should not forget that he was also an operator. In addition to his Fun City arcade in 
Redcar, Oliver and his son Peter opened various other arcades over the years along the 
northeast coast, including Plaza Amusements in King Street, Bridlington, and arcades in 
Scarborough and Whitby. 

Oliver was a member of the Amusement Caterers Association and attended many 
amusement trade fairs to promote his machines. One of the main annual trade shows was 
held at the Earls Court Exhibition Centre. This was always a family affair as Oliver 
would take his son Peter, daughter in law Mary, and grandchildren Helen and Oliver 
with him. The picture opposite shows Oliver on his trade stand, with Mary in the 
background. Helen told me that it was always an exciting time for her, and they always 
stayed in the best rooms at the Regent Palace Hotel in Piccadilly Circus. 

Although Oliver never learned how to drive a car himself, he did attended many 
travelling fairs, and can be recalled by one retired operator as selling machines to the 
travelling showmen from the back of his van. 
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I never met Oliver myself, but I have been told by people who knew him that he was a 

quite a large man with a cheerful disposition and was very fond of his two children. 
However, he was not to be fooled, as he could, when required, be very good at sorting 
out troublesome customers who misbehaved in his arcades. 

He would keep very strange hours and would regularly stay up until after midnight 
to make sure that everything was tidied away when the arcade closed for the night. Due 
to this, he would seldom rise early the next day. When he did rise it was usual to see him 
wandering around the place in his favourite red smoking jacket with the braided lapels 
and large sleeves, “this I think may have been a throwback to his days as a draper”. 
When it came to business, his normal attire was a dark blue pin stripe suit, long black 
Overcoat and matching trilby. 
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Sadly, on the 25" of January 1962, after locking up the arcade as usual, Oliver went to 
bed where he passed away in his sleep. He was 66 years of age. He was laid to rest in the 
well tended family plot at St Andrews churchyard in Great Dunham, Norfolk. His 
funeral was well attended by family, friends and the business acquaintances he had made 
over the years. Oliver left a simple and straight forward will, which stated that all the 
proceeds from his estate should be divided equally and absolutely between his son Peter 
and his daughter Pauline. 


And all the things he left to us as collectors? 


Well, they are priceless. 


Stuart Dale 


Foot note: 


After Oliver’s death, most of his empire was dismantled and sold off very quickly. 
Oliver died in 1962, and by 1965 the site on which Fun City once stood was being 
used as a car park. The Miller family took over the Whitby arcade soon after Oliver’s 
death, although the Whales family retained ownership of the premises. Almost half a 
century later, and the Millers still run the arcade, with the premises still in the ownership 
of the Whales family. 
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Oliver Whales 
1895 to 1962 
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Lineage ads. are free to subscribers and 
will run for two issues, unless you 
instruct me otherwise. Please ensure I 
have your ads. by the 20" of the month 
for inclusion in the next month’s issue. 
Remember to include your telephone 
number and the area where you live. 
Post or e-mail to the address on page 2 


Advertising rates 


The following rates 
include basic typesetting. 
Advertisers’ pre-prepared artwork 
may be emailed in jpeg format. 


Desperately Wanted 


Subscribers: 
Pistol assembly for A.B.T Challenger 


Shooter. In working condition preferred, 
or just barrel assembly. 


Full page £30 
Half page £20 


Quarter page £15 Kerry 02476 416317 (Midlands) 


Pre-paid discount rate Wanted 
for one year (10 issues) ee eee 
Full page £200 1 ee 
Half page £150 for Jennings One Armed Bandit 
Quarter page £100 Chris 07909 $62 186 (Berkshire) 


Lineage ads. are free 


to subscribers Wanted 


Bryans Fivewin or Ten Cup allwin. Also, 
novelty wall machines, skill games etc. 
Mechanical or electro-mech.; working or 


Non subscribers: 
not working; good, bad or ugly. 


Full page £40 
Half page £30 
Quarter page £20 


Anything and any condition considered, 
but preferably on old penny play. 


Jerry 07710 285360 (Kent) 
Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (10 issues) Pinball Machines 
Full page £250 bought and sold 
Half page £200 
Quarter page £150 Dead or Alive! 


Lineage ads. are not available 


to non subscribers Call Gazza 07887 926601 (Essex) 
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Artwork 


Bryans Clock Face and Instruction Cards. 
For either 6 win or 12 win. 


Pinball Spares Laminated or paper. 
£12 inc. UK postage. 


Spares and Services 


Data East pinball parts 


Most items available 7 
Topflashes for the following Whales allwins: 


Check out website Double Six * Have a Go 
www.gazzaspinballs.co.uk Easy Perm * Playball * Each Way 


; , All perfect copies. Laminated. 
Service and Repairs £12 inc. UK postage. 


To mechanical slot machines. 
Please contact Peter in Redcar, Cleveland Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) 


(Oliver Whales country) 
Original Clown Tokens 
01642 484234 (north east) 
Brass or Silver 
For Sale £25 per 100, inc. p&p 
New old stock Tony 01622 820263 
Bryans square Yale locks, with two keys. 


£10 each, plus £2 p&p Pennies Only labels 


Tony 07974 460742 (Essex) 
or email vanessa.raye@tesco.net 


PENNIES 


Expert Service ’ ONLY 
and Repair 


Mechanical slot machines and 
Electromechanical Pinball machines. Pennies Only labels, professionally engraved 
on white/black traffolyte plastic. Suitable for 
Please contact Brian on allwins and other wall machines. 
0208 398 2141 (Surrey) 
Minimum order 10 for £10 inc. UK postage 


nen Cheques to: 
Old penny tokens, 
large quantity preferred. Jerry Chattenton 
10 Bedford Road 
Kevin 07774 120667 Dartford DA1 1SR 
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Large range 
of 
allwin spares 
available 


Electroplating Specialists 


CHROME 
NICKEL 
ZINC 
ANODISING 


email your requirements 
to Jez Darvill 
Retreeva@ntlworld.com 


Or call 020 8394 1988 
evenings 


Fortune Teller 
Cards 


Criss-cross cards 
typed or hand written, various types. 


Pies House, Tharnes Road 
Crayford, Kent DA1 4RG 
Tel. 01322 SS0666 
Fax. 01322 558149 
Esmail: jetageuk@aocl.corma 


WANTED 


Electro-mechanical 
wall machines 


Small Argyll type 
for drawer puller wall machines. 
Future husband, Career, Baby etc. 
Love letter, Palmistry, Fortune 
Full range. 

Green ray cards 
hand written in green ink. 


Anything considered 


All printed on very thick card — as per 
originals. Orders for small or large 
quantities welcome. 


Jerry 
07710 285360 (Kent) 
jerry.mmm@tiscali.co.uk 


Phone for details. 
Clive Baker 01489 784038 
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MECHANICAL MEMORIES MAGAZINE 


All MMM back issues are now available, 
however, there will be no more reprints, so order now! 


Volume I (April 06 — March 07) 
Volume II (April 07 — March 08) 
Volume III (April 08 — March 09) 


Price £15 per volume, inc. UK postage 
Individual issues £1.50 (from April 09 only) 


Cheques to Jerry Chattenton, 10 Bedford Road, Dartford DAI ISR 


Now Available! 


Saxony type ball release levers 


Suitable for all Saxony and early British allwins, 
Hawtins, Oliver Whales, Parkers etc. 


Limited stocks available 


£12 each inc. UK p&p 
3 for £25 inc. UK p&p 


Cheques to: 
Jerry Chattenton, 10 Bedford Road, Dartford DA1 1SR 
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Book Shop 


Collector's Guide to Vintage Coin Machines 

(2nd edition with revised priceguide) by Dick Bueschel. 

Chapters on scales, vending, arcade, slots, jukes, pins and stimulators. Attractive book, 
well researched and illustrated, featuring 700 machines all in colour. 

Hardback, 220 pages. Price: £32.40 


Vintage Trade Stimulators and Counter Games by Dick Bueschel. 

Detailed descriptions of the machines, dates, manufacturer production data, plus over 
800 pictures, a price guide and a wealth of historical context, will make you an instant 
expert on these previously under-represented coin-ops. 

Hardback, 264 pages, 792 colour, 24 b/w photos. Price: £29.50 


Collector's Treasury of Antique Slot Machines from Contemporary Advertising 
(1925-1950) by Peter Bach. 

This fat volume makes an excellent collector's source book. It is packed with hundreds 
of pictorial slot machine advertisements reproduced from The Billboard (the foremost 
American weekly trade paper) from 1920-1950 of one arm bandits, gambling machines, 
console machines, trade stimulators, pinball machines, novelty vending machines, etc. 
Hardback, 479 pages, b/w. Price: £25 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Mills of the Thirties Operator's Companion. 

The spirit of the Mills Novelty Company in the hectic Thirties is conveyed in their 
product brochures, service literature, and in editorial matter from Spinning Reels (the 
company's own trade journal), together with press releases, promotional literature, 
advertising flyers etc. in The Billboard trade magazine. Excellent source book. 
Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Mills of the Forties Operator's Companion. 

A source book reproducing a wealth of diverse material from the period: service 
manuals, parts lists, press releases, promotional literature, advertising flyers etc. tracing 
the progress of Mills Novelty Company's machines during the WWII-interrupted decade 
of the Forties. Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Watling Operator's Companion. 

This volume captures Watling Manufacturing Company's full range from scales to 
bandits in catalogues, brochures, line folders, broadsides and service data, original 
patent and mock-up photos of the ROL-A-TOR line, artists' preparatory airbrush 
renderings for advertising and promotional material and Watling family photos and 
correspondence. Plenty of legendary anecdotes and well-informed context in the 
accompanying commentary. Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 
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Arcades and Slot Machines by Paul Braithwaite. 

Thoroughly researched A - Z survey of the British coin slot industry from 1870 - 1970. 
Includes a history of travelling, pier-head and town arcades, plus plenty of photos of 
familiar and rare machines. The definitive British slot machine collector's identification 
guide. Softback, 105 pages, colour & b/w. Price: £12 


Old-Tyme Penny Arcade & the Vintage Fairground by Darren Hesketh. 

A two DVD set featuring slot machines in action at Carter's Steam Fair, Dingles, Bryan's 
Drayton Manor, Southport pier, Mechanical Memories, Folly Farm, Merrivale model 
village, Watermouth Castle, Wookey Hole, Yesterdays World and other attractions. 
Total playing time 155 mins. Price: £16 
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A comprehensive selection of Slot Machine, Jukebox and Pinball books 
can be purchased in the ‘Library’ on the pennymachines website 


All prices include UK p&p. 
Cheques to: 
David Lavender 
50 Charlemont Road, Walsall, West midlands WS5 3NQ 
Or order online at www.pennymachines.co.uk 
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Classic Amusements 


The only licensed dealer in vintage slot machines 


Always Wanted 
| Good quality machines — customers waiting 


Complete collections bought 


Always interested in early cast iron machines, 
working models, arcade pieces etc. 


If you are selling, talk to me first. 
I can sell on a commission basis 
or buy outright — cash paid 


Simon 01425 472164 
Email: pennyslot@aol.com 
www.classicamusements.co.uk 


